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What is FIRST ?

ñ.éto create a world where science and technology are 
celebratedé.where young people dream of becoming 
science and technology heroes.éò Dean Kamen

Our mission is to inspire young people to be 

science and technology leaders, by engaging 

them in exciting mentor-based programs that 

build science, engineering and technology 

skills, that inspire innovation, and that foster 

well-rounded life capabilities including self-

confidence, communication, and leadership.



Vg`s `qd EHQRS˱r Oqnfq`lr >

ÅJr. FIRST Lego League (JrFLL)
ÅAges 6-9
ÅIntroduction to Science & 

Technology
ÅStudents learn real-world match & 

science concepts, teamwork and 
presentation skills

ÅFIRST Lego League (FLL)
ÅAges 9-14
ÅIntroduction to real-world 

scientific challenges
ÅDesign, build and program LEGO-

based robots to play in local and 
state tournaments

ω FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC)
ς Program for Grades 9-12
ς Accessible, affordable FIRST 

experience
ωLower cost per team
ωNo machine shop required

ω FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC)
ς Grade 9-12 students discover the 

value of education and careers in 
science, technology and 
engineering

ς Combines the excitement of sport 
with technology to create a 
unique varsity sport for the mind



What is Gracious Professionalism TM ?

άCLw{¢ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ƧŜǊƪΦ Lƴ CLw{¢Σ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
most straightforward interpretations of Gracious Professionalismϰ ƛǎ 
that we learn and compete like crazy, but treat one another with respect 
and kindness in the process. We try to avoid leaving anyone feeling like 
they have lost. No chest-thumping barbarian tough talk, but no sticky 
sweet platitudes either. Knowledge, pride and empathy comfortably 
blended.

Understanding that Gracious Professionalismϰ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛǎ bh¢ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ 
science. It is, however, missing in too many activities. At FIRST, it is alive 
and well. Please help us take care of it.

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΣ DǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳϰ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 
life. If one becomes a professional, and uses knowledge in a gracious 
manner, everyone wins.One can add to society and enjoy the 
satisfaction of knowing that he or she has acted with integrity and 
ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘǳŦŦΦέ

Dr. Woodie Flowers
MIT Professor, FIRST 

National Advisor & 
Co-founder of FRC



The Game cˮlick logo to see video

https://youtu.be/Mew6G_og-PI


Venue Information



Location

650 Okeechobee Boulevard

West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Hall A



Floor Plan Hˮall A

Rooms:
1L ςAmbassadors Meeting & 
Workshops
1K -/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ wƻƻƳ
1J ς5ŜŀƴΩǎ [ƛǎǘ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ wƻƻƳ
1I ς/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ wƻƻƳ
1 G&H ςJudges Room
1F ςVolunteers Lounge and Check In



Parking

ÅVolunteers are to take a parking ticket 
and park in the garage.

ÅBring parking ticket to the Volunteer 
Registration Table for validation

ÅMore information on PBCC parking 
can be found at   
http://www.pbconventioncenter.com/
aboutpbccc/parking

Hotel

Parking Garage

Parking for Buses 

and Trailers ONLY

http://www.pbconventioncenter.com/aboutpbccc/parking


Regional 
Planning 

Committee



Regional Planning Committee

Warren Boudreaux
Co-Volunteer Coordinator

David Ellich
Team Support 

Sue Skemp
Judge Advisor

Sandra Contreras
Regional Director

Bob Howard
University Liaison & 

Scholarships

Ilene Rein
Co-Volunteer Coordinator


